
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEATRE ORGAN STUDENT OF THE YEAR 
(Revised September 2005)  

 

An award to recognize a theatre organ student who has demonstrated 
exceptional commitment to and improvement in his/her theatre organ 

studies  
 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES  
 

1) The candidate must be a theatre organ student age 27 or younger as of July 1st of 
the year in which the award will be granted.  

 
2) The award is intended for amateur theatre organ students. A candidate will be 

considered a professional, and thereby ineligible for consideration for the award, if 
he or she has done any one or more of the following:  

 
(a)  appeared as a featured organist at any convention or concert(s) sponsored 

by ATOS, other than in connection with a competition sponsored by ATOS  
(b)  appeared as a featured organist, other than in connection with an ATOS-

sponsored convention or concert as provided in paragraph 1, in an organ 
concert or other organ performance that  

 
(i)  was open to the general public;  
(ii) was advertised to the general public as featuring the candidate; and  
(iii)  was a performance for which the candidate was compensated in an 

amount above and beyond that which would reasonably be necessary 
for reimbursement of travel-related expenses.;  

(c)  sold or offered for sale to the general public professionally marketed theatre 
organ recordings for his or her financial benefit;  
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(d)  performed regularly on the theatre organ for pay before the general public in 
any restaurant, pizza parlor, or other entertainment venue.  

 
3)  The candidate must be actively in continuous study with a professional theatre organ 

teacher for at least one (1) year.  
4)   At least one member of the candidate’s household must be a current ATOS member.  
5) The candidate must have demonstrated a significant dedication and a desire to 

advance his/her skills as a theatre organist.  
6) The candidate must have demonstrated a significant improvement in his/her abilities 

as a theatre organist within the year preceding nomination for the award.  
7) Any candidate who has previously received this award shall be ineligible for further 

consideration.  
 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE  
In order to apply for the award, the applicant must submit the following materials:  

 
1)  A completed two-page application form, typed or neatly written in blue or black ink;  
2)  An essay and/or résumé not to exceed a total of two (2) double-spaced typed pages 

describing his/her experiences and why he/she qualifies for this award.  
3)  A letter of recommendation by the candidate’s primary theatre organ teacher. The 

letter should discuss his/her interest and dedication to theatre organ studies, the 
level of his/her involvement or enthusiasm in the theatre organ world, and any other 
information that would be helpful for the committee. The recommendation letter 
should be signed, and the address and phone number of the writer should be 
included.  

4)  If the applicant so desires, he or she may include any additional information that 
he/she feels should be considered.  

 
All applications and supporting materials must be postmarked by  

Certified Mail Return Receipt not later than MAY 1, 2008.  
 

SELECTION PROCEDURE  
 

1) The Youth Initiatives Committee, along with the Youth Representative, shall evaluate 
each candidate’s submission and shall select the recipient of the award not later 
than May 15, 2008. If the Committee and Youth Representative feel that no 
candidate meets the eligibility requirements, no award shall be presented in that 
year.  

2)  If any member of the Youth Initiatives Committee has recommended a candidate for 
the award, he or she shall not participate in the evaluation or selection of the 
recipient of the award.  

3)  A Certificate of Excellence will be presented to the recipient at the ATOS Annual 
Convention Awards Ceremony. A complimentary banquet ticket will be offered to the 
recipient. If the recipient is not in attendance at the Convention and unable to 
personally accept the award, the certificate will be mailed to the recipient.  

4)  The recipient of the award is strongly encouraged to submit an article for publication 
in the Journal regarding his/her experiences in studying the theatre organ  
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