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During the awards ceremony at the 
banquet, ATOS welcomed two new 
chapters, Free State, represented by Pete 
D’Anna, and Old Dominion, represented by 
Charles Hague.

2014 scholarships were announced; 
recipients were Steven Kucera, Danny 
McCollum, and Dan Minervini.

Endowment fund grants totaling $33,615 
were awarded to the following:

    
to replace 750 chest magnets and releather 
the same number of notes;

     
restore seven regulators for the Wurlitzer 
organ

      
upgrade the Artisan relay system on the 
3/20 Wurlitzer

     
extension of the Oboe Horn

     
       

and console repairs and upgrades
     

Arts: $2,668 for a relay system upgrade on 
the McKissick Wurlitzer

     
partial restoration of the Chrysoglott and for 
releathering secondaries

Awards of Special Merit

JOHN TANNER

By incorporating his professional skills 
as a volunteer assistant, our recipient 
of this Award of Special Merit provided 
guidance, direction, and ‘hands-on’ effort 
to the installation of the Atlanta chapter’s 
Grande Page organ. And for his work on the 
Rylander Möller, the Grand Theatre Barton, 
and his research and writing on Georgia 
theatre organ history, ATOS gratefully 
acknowledges his many contributions with 
this Award of Special Merit presented to 
John Tanner.

LEE LANIER

Our second recipient is a member of the 
Atlanta chapter and co-chaired the 2013 
ATOS annual convention. He is active in 
chapter affairs and has taken on the mantle 
of ATOS liaison to overseas artists. He has 
been instrumental in assisting overseas 
artists who wish to perform in this country 
with obtaining performance visas. His 

research and expertise has made what 
could be an arduous task much easier. He 
has invested much time in this process and 
is to be lauded for his efforts. This Award of 
Special Merit goes to Lee Lanier.

KEN DUFFIE

Our third recipient is a member of the 
Eastern Massachusetts chapter. Through 
his hard work and considerable effort, 
the Wurlitzer theatre organ originally 
housed in the Zeiterion Theater in New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, was returned 
and reinstalled in its original location in 
1980. Since that time, the Wurlitzer has 
provided pre-show music for over 700,000 
school children at the Zeiterion Schooltime 
Performances. He has also acted as the 
organ’s curator and liaison to the theatre. A 
well-deserved Award of Special Merit goes 
to Ken Duffie.

Awards
(All photos by Journal Staff except as noted)

Don Phipps announces the new chapters Pete D’Anna accepts the Free State chapter certificate from Bob Dilworth and Don Phipps
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Member of The Year

KEN AND HARRIET WUEPPER

Our Member of the Year for 2014 is 
the president of the Great Lakes Bay 
chapter. He and his wife are very quiet and 
unassuming people who may not be known 
to the majority of the membership, but his 
accomplishments in the theatre organ world 
qualify him for this honor. He has been the 
organ curator for the original installation 
of the Barton theatre organ in the Temple 
Theatre in Saginaw, Michigan, since 1952. 
He is a purist and will not allow anything to 
be changed on the organ while maintaining 
the instrument in fine playing condition. 
The theatre is now fully restored to its 1928 
magnificence. He was also instrumental 
in the restoration of the Barton theatre 
organ at the Ironwood Theatre in Ironwood, 
Michigan. This involved any trips to the 

Upper Peninsula at his own expense—a 
distance of nearly 500 miles each way. He 
is also a fine organist and plays regularly at 
the Temple Theatre. It is with great pleasure 
that we grant the 2014 Member of the Year 
award to Ken Wuepper and his wife Harriet.

Honorary Members

BILL ZABEL

Bill Zabel was born and raised in the 
Milwaukee area, where his engineer father 
encouraged his natural fascination with 
technology. He learned about pipe organ 
technology after connecting with Chris 
Feiereisen at the University of Wisconsin, 
and helping with the maintenance of the 
3/14 Barton at the Capitol Theatre (now 
the Oscar Mayer Center) in Madison. When 
Chris graduated, Bill took over the whole 

job of nursing the thing along until his own 
graduation in the late 1960s. 

Bill joined ATOS toward the end of high 
school, and cultivated enough acquaintances 
in the theatre organ discipline to acquire 
sufficient Frankenstein parts for a 3/11 
before graduating high school. Although 
that pile of parts followed him for several 
years, the project never came to fruition.

The parts followed Bill and his recently-
married bride, Barbara, a couple of years 
later, after he completed his MSEE in 1969.

Once in Fort Wayne, his circle of friends 
quickly grew to include Buddy Nolan, 
Bob Goldstine, Bob Nickerson, Dyne 
Pfeffenberger, and others with a common 
interest in the Embassy Theatre—and in 
particular its 4/15 Page theatre pipe organ.

When the Embassy theatre went dark 
in the mid 1970s and the building was in 
danger of being demolished, Bill became 

Dan Minervini, scholarship recipient and  
Youth Representative to the Board

Tim Stephens accepts the Award of Special 
Merit on behalf of John “Grumpy” Tanner

Charles Hague accepts the Old Dominion chapter certificate from Don Phipps

Young Theatre Organist Competition chairman John Ledwon with finalists Ryan 
Hardy, Andrew Van Varick, and Dan Minervini
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active in the campaign to raise enough 
local money to purchase the property. He 
wound up serving on the Embassy Theatre 
Foundation’s board of directors for several 
years, and also presided over the organ 
maintenance crew. 

It was during this time that he 
invented the Z-Tronics multiplex relay 
system—also granted a US patent—
and began manufacturing them after the 
first installation proved successful. The 
Embassy Page received the third such 
system in 1978, with almost 200 more 
systems to follow during the next 14 years.

Bill and Barb had three children in the 
mid 1970s, two of whom survive. In the 
summer of 1990 he was diagnosed with 
a variety of heart problems, including 
congestive heart failure, and was eventually 
ordered by his doctors to bail out of the 
rat race for his own survival—hence the 

passing of the Z-Tronics torch to Allen 
Miller in early 1992. 

Almost 17 years ago Bill suffered a near-
fatal cardiac arrest, and since then has 
been re-booted an additional 8 times by 
his implanted defibrillator; so, technically, 
he’s on his 10th life, having bested the 
proverbial cat by one.

He is so responsible for what we have 
heard and are hearing today, it seemed only 
fitting that, on his own turf, we should name 
Bill Zabel an Honorary Member of ATOS.

DICK WILLSON

Our second Honorary Member Award 
goes to a man who attended so many 
conventions that he is almost a fixture. 
He comes from Houston, Texas, by way 
of California. Since his days in the San 
Francisco Bay Area many years ago through 
the present day in Texas, he has been 
continuously active in the theatre organ 

world, and it is through his efforts and 
support that many instruments continue 
playing today. ATOS is but one name on a 
long list of organizations and individuals 
who have been the grateful recipients 
of his generosity over the years, and the 
list of those who have benefited from his 
knowledge, talents, and assistance is longer 
still. He truly represents the embodiment 
of ATOS’ mission—the preservation and 
support of the theatre organ. It is a pleasure 
to award Honorary Member status to Dick 
Willson.

Lee Lanier accepts the Award of Special Merit from Bob Evans

Ken and Harriet Wuepper accept the Member of the Year 
plaque from Jack Moelmann

Jack Moelmann presents the Honorary Member plaque  
to Dick Willson

Ken Duffie accepts the Award of Special Merit from Bob Evans
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Organist of The Year

LANCE LUCE

Our Organist of the Year for 2014 is an 
internationally-acclaimed theatre organist. 
He has played hundreds of concerts all 
over the United States, Canada, England, 
and Australia. His concerts are praised 
for appealing to audiences of all ages, 
containing a wide variety of musical styles. 
He has played for national and regional 
conventions of ATOS and Australia. He 
began playing the theatre organ at age 10 
at the Royal Oak Theatre near his Michigan 
home. By age 13 he was playing at that same 
theatre for intermissions. At age 18 he won 
first-place honors in the Yamaha National 
Electone Organ Competition in California, 
and the next year he was appointed head 
staff organist at Radio City Music Hall in 
New York City. While he was house organist 
at the Organ Grinder in Toronto, Ontario, he 

played for well over a million patrons in his 
eight-year run. He is currently on the staffs 
at the Fox and Redford Theatres in Detroit 
and the Michigan Theatre in Ann Arbor.

Hall Of Fame

TONY FENELON

Music has played a significant major 
role in our Hall of Fame inductee’s life. He 
showed astounding talent as a pianist as a 
child. Additionally, he showed a passion 
and talent for electronics. Deciding between 
the two, he enrolled in a Science degree 
program but found it almost impossible to 
keep music in the background as he also 
studied part time at the Conservatorium 
of Music. His insatiable interest in lighter 
music and a love of the majestic sound of 
the theatre pipe organ led to his “other” 
career, leading to his appointment in 1965 
as the resident organist at Melbourne’s 

prestigious Regent Theatre in Australia. 
He has performed concerts throughout 
Australia, the United States, Japan, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, Hong Kong, and 
Taiwan. He received the ATOS Organist 
of the Year title in 2002, and in 2003 was 
awarded the distinction of the Medal of the 
Order of Australia in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours for his service to music. He has 22 
recordings and 4 gold records.

The 2014 inductee into the ATOS Hall 
of Fame is Tony Fenelon.

The Awards and Recognition Committee 
for 2014:

Jack Moelmann, Chair
Fr. Gus Franklin
COL Mike Hartley
John Ledwon
Don Near

Bill Zabel accepts his Honorary Member award from Jack 
Moelmann and Allen Miller as his wife Barbara looks on

Walt Strony accepts the Hall of Fame award on behalf of Tony FenelonLance Luce accepts the Organist of the Year award from Jack Moelmann


